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OLIVER RESERVOIR: PAST, PRESENT, & FUTURE 

In February, the South Platte Natural Resources District and 
Nebraska Game & Parks presented to the public on Oliver 
Reservoir.  

Oliver Reservoir is located along Highway 30, eight miles 
west of Kimball. It has been a very popular recreation area 
for locals as well becoming more popular with visitors from 

Colorado and Wyoming in the past few years. 

This informative session delved into the past, talked about what is happening there now, and what 
is planned for the future of the reservoir. 

Galen Wittrock, SPNRD’s General Manager, introduced the panel of speakers as well as spoke to the 
audience about when the South Platte Natural Resources District took over Oliver Reservoir from 

the state park system.  

Jim Young, who is chair of the Oliver Reservoir Advisory Committee, spoke about the history of the 
Oliver. It began as an irrigation district back in the early 1900s and could irrigate about 5,000-
7,000 acres of farmland. The Kimball Irrigation District disbanned in 1974 and the “Save the Lake” 
movement started in 1975. Larry Stahla and Bill Batterton 
raised over $100,000 in just a couple of months, which 
wasn’t enough to rebuild the dam to new saftey standards, 
but was enough to get the attention of local and national 
agencies that helped to fund the rest of the project. The 
dam was completed in 1980 and was filled shortly after 
that by 9” of rain that fell in Albin, WY. In 2013, the water 
level was so low that people could actually walk across the 
lake without the water going over chest-height. With a 
heavy snow in the area the next year and warm temps that 
melted the snow, the lake again filled quickly. 

Galen spoke about how the SPNRD has managed Oliver 
Reservoir, including not charging for camping, but only 
requesting donations, as well as not requiring a park 



permit to be on the property. He 
stated that in 2021, the SPNRD 
received over $20,000 in donations, 
which went right back into the 
yearly budget for maintenance at 
Oliver. Galen also said that part of 
the monitoring of the reservoir was 
to manage the output of water for 
irrigation. The SPNRD has now 
limited each pivot to 13” of water 
per year to help maintain the water 
table and not dry up the lake each summer. This also helps maintain the ecosystem of Lodgepole 
Creek and the reservoir, which allows for a variety of species to thrive in the environment in and 

around Oliver. 

Chris Kaiser, SPNRD Assistant Manager, then spoke about the testing of the water to monitor it for 
any problems. They test the water weekly from May-September for ecoli and blue green algae 

blooms and keep public notified of any positive tests.  

Galen then spoke about other rules and regulations, including hunting around the lake. Hunting is 
permitted everywhere on the property except within 200 yards of the recreation area (boat docks, 

swimming beach, picnic areas, etc.).  

Joy Rydell and Al Hanson, with the Nebraska Game & Parks Commission, discussed fish stocking 
in Oliver, as well as how they get information on the species currently in the lake. They do netting 
throughout the lake to get an idea of size and kind of fish, and pay particular attention to the 
walleye, white crappe, and catfish. They annually stock walleye and catfish and may look at 
stocking northern pike and tiger muskees this year. 

The meeting ended with a variety of questions from the audience, who have all enjoyed time spent 
at Oliver, whether it was a day on the water, reading a good book under the shade of a mature 
cottonwood, or a day spent with the family. If you haven’t experienced time at Oliver Reservoir, be 
sure to stop by! 
 

PAINT CLASS 

Stacey Bolin did 
another great job of 
teaching the latest 
paint class at the 
Visitor Center. The 
group learned 
techniques of how to 
paint different kinds of 
flowers as well as a cute 
butterfly. 

We did a test run of a Wednesday afternoon 
class, but plan to start back up with our Saturday afternoon classes 
this weekend (March 5th).  

The next class will feature a large sunflower painting on a 16x20” 
canvas. See below for more information on how to get signed up! 

 



“Sunflower” Paint Class 

Event by Painting On The Prairie with Stacey 

Bolin (check her page out on Facebook) 
 

Location: Kimball County Visitor Center, 204 S 

Kimball Blvd, Kimball, NE 69145 
 

Date: Saturday March 5th Time: 12 pm – 3 pm 
 

Price: $35 & includes everything 

 

 

 

LOVE IN THE AIR 

No need to leave the region when looking for special gifts for that special 
someone. Local shopping was a delight in and around Kimball. Our area stores 
went above and beyond supplying everything needed to show some love on 
Valentine’s Day. 

 

Photos of items are from the Flower Haven in Kimball, Bemis Drug in Kimball, Larsen’s Jewelry in 
Kimball, the Visitor Center in Kimball, and Double L Café near Harrisburg. All of our local stores 
always have a variety of gifts, so make sure to stop and see what each place has to offer! 

 

WONDERFUL VISITORS!  

There was a great couple that stopped in this past month 
from Indiana. They were on a mission to beat there son in 
getting to all 50 states. Nebraska made number 41 for them! 

We also had a visitor who stopped in because his niece’s 
name is Kimball, so he had to buy her a souvenir on his way 
across the country.  

With the REALLY cold weather for a few days near the end of 
the month, we loved to see everyone who was going on a 
little road trip for the last weekend of February. I am happy to tell people all about what they can 

find in this beautiful state!! 

 



PHOTOS FROM THE SURROUNDING AREA   

 
A night view of downtown Kimball; geese flying over Kimball; tic tac toe in Gotte Park! 

    

A beautiful sunset over the bluffs and grain bins. My sister and I went to Scottsbluff in February to spend the day shopping downtown, 
eating at Flyover Brewery (amazing pizza and drinks!!), then attending a fantastic concert by ‘90s country singer, Bryan White. 

    
Made a quick stop at Double L Café by Harrisburg; stopped at this cute little park in Potter; drove up on the dam at Oliver Reservoir to 

check to see how much was frozen over; and saw a spectacular sunset at Oliver. 
 

UPCOMING AREA EVENTS: 

March:  

 1st – Gering, NE – Legacy of the Plains speaker series 
 4th – 6th – Kimball, NE – “Spiderman: No Way Home” at Goodhand Theatre 
 5th – Kimball, NE – Paint Class – “Sunflower” with Stacey Bolin at Visitor Center 
 5th-6th – Gering, NE – WyoBraska Metaphysical Fair at Gering Civic Center 
 10th – Kimball, NE – Businesses Supporting Kimball Mtg at Kimball Transit Building 
 10th – Scottsbluff, NE – Todd Oliver & Irving the Talking Dog at Midwest Theater 
 12th – Bushnell, NE – Chili & Soup Feed at Bushnell Fire Hall 
 15th – Scottsbluff, NE – Red Hot Chili Pipers at Midwest Theater 
 17th – Chadron, NE – Sneaky Leprechaun 5k Run/Walk 
 17th – St. Patrick’s Day 
 18th-20th – Kimball, NE – “Death on the Nile” at Goodhand Theatre 
 19th – Bayard, NE – Nite on the Town at American Legion 
 19th – Sidney, NE – Spring Open House at French Door Antique Mall 
 19th – Crawford, NE – Post Playhouse Annual Raffle at Fort Rob Buffalo Soldier’s Barracks 
 27th – Bushnell, NE – Bushnell Day meeting at Bushnell Fire Hall 



April:  

 1st-3rd – Kimball, NE – “Uncharted” at Goodhand Theatre 
 1st-3rd – Chadron, NE – Chadron Festival of Quilts 
 8th – online – Virtual Crane Tour at 5 pm by OutNebraska and Rowe Sanctuary 
 22nd-24th – Kimball, NE – “Sonic 2” at Goodhand Theatre 
 29th-May 1st – Kimball, NE – “Sonic 2” at Goodhand Theatre 
 30th – Scottsbluff, NE – 2nd Annual UMF Benefit Poker Run at Frontside Bar & Grill 

 

THE GOODHAND THEATER PRESENTS: 
 

       

 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Please check out our Facebook page to see more events. www.facebook.com/KimballCountyVisitorCenter 

You can also look at our website to get more information about Kimball County: www.visitkimball.com 

Come visit us!! 204 S Kimball Blvd, Kimball, NE 69145  ~  Exit 20 off of I-80 

Give us a call at 308-241-0573 if you have any questions. 

#highpointofnebraska #highpointwelcomecenter #kimballcountyvisitorcenter #visitkimball 

 

 


